Reconstruction of massive orbito-maxillary-cheek defects.
The problem of soft-tissue reconstruction in patients who must undergo radical resection of the maxilla, orbit, and cheek is discussed. This problem is greatly complicated by previous radiation therapy or by the need for postoperative radiation therapy. Restoration of oral competence is of primary importance and usually cannot be satisfactorily accomplished with prosthetic appliances when a stable support base is lacking. An orderly reconstructive plan with a high success rate is of the utmost help to the surgeon facing this problem. A multistaged procedure utilizing a deltopectoral flap that has been successful in 7 patients is presented.